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SERMON. 


But  in  vain  they  do  worship  me,  teaching  for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men."  —  Matt.  xv.  9. 


I  ask  your  attention  to  some  thoughts  on 
the  Ecclesiastical  and  the  Philosophical  Meth- 
ods of  studying  Theology. 

The  religious  is  the  strongest  of  all  our 
spiritual  faculties.  This  is  shown  not  only  by 
the  wide  spread  and  long  duration  of  particu- 
lar forms  of  religion,  like  Buddhism,  Christ- 
ianity, Mahometanism,  embracing  different 
nations,  and  even  races,  or  by  the  monuments 
which  these  have  left  in  all  peopled  space  and  all 
civilized  time  ;  but  also  by  the  ease  with  which 
it  puts  down  the  great  passions  of  the  body, 
and  still  more  by  the  power  which  it  has  to 
overmaster  the  mind,  the  conscience  and  the 
affections  of  man,  and  to  subdue  the  great  in- 
terests of  civilization. 

If  this  mighty  faculty  be  directed  according 
to  its  nature,  it  works  the  highest  welfare  and 
secures  the  most  rapid  progress,  the  most  ele- 
vated civilization  to  the  individual,  the  nation, 
and  to  mankind ;  but  if  it  be  misdirected* 
against  its  nature,  it  hinders  the  progressive 
development  of  man's  faculties,  and  leads  to 
the  most  terrible  ruin  of  the  individual  and 
the  nation.  It  will  help  man,  or  else  hinder 
him,  and  that  with  a  force  proportionate  to  the 
vast  power  of  the  faculty  itself. 

We  all  live  by  eating  and  drinking  ;  the 
normal  appetite  inclines  mankind  as  a  whole 
to  the  proper  articles  of  food  and  drink  suited 
to  the  climate  and  the  stage  of  civilization ; 
but  the  appetite  may  be  perverted  and  misdi- 
rect the  individual,  so  that  he  eats  and  drinks 
things  not  fit  for  him,  or  uses  them  in  ex- 
cessive quantity,  and  is  poisoned  by  what 
should  feed  him.  Look  about  you  at  the  ter- 
rible examples  of  each  form  of  error, — gluttons 
who  have  "  eaten  their  own  heads  off,"  think- 
ing no  more  than  the  swine  they  feed  upon  and 
and  resemble ;  drunkards  who  have  drowned 
themselves  in  the  Red  Sea  of  their  own  de- 
bauchery, the  Pharaohs  of  intemperance,  their 


nobler  faculties  strangled  long  before  their  flesh 
is  cold  !  The  religious  faculty  —  call  it  Soul 
—  may  err  as  much  as  the  appetite  for  food, 
and  the  mistake  produce  consequences  not  less 
hideous  on  the  individual  and  the  nation.  A 
church  may  poison  the  soul  with  foul  doctrines 
as  easily  as  a  grog  shop  may  poison  the  body 
with  foul  drink. 

The  animals  are  all  unprogressive  in  their 
character ;  but  little  room  is  left  them  for  indi- 
vidual will  or  reflection.  Their  action  is  al 
most  all  spontaneous,  instinctive,  compulsory 
of  their  organization,  not  free  of  their  individ- 
ual personality.  Hence  they  are  tools  of  a 
Power  which  works  through  them,  rather  than 
agents  acting  on  their  own  account.  So  they 
do  not  err  in  choice  of  food  or  drink,  or  mode 
of  conduct.  If  an  individual  does  so,  no 
tribe  of  animals  ever  makes  that  mistake. 
They  grow  no  wiser  by  experiment,  they  suf- 
fer from  none,  for  they  try  none.  But  God  has 
made  man — within  certain  and  somewhat  nar- 
row limits — his  own  master.  We  are  progres- 
sive, and  must  make  experiments  in  the  art  of 
life.  Instinct  is  the  sole  and  perfect  guide  for 
the  beast,  representing  not  his  thought,  but 
God's  thought  for  him.  But  man  is  partly 
ruled  by  instinct,  which  is  God's  thought,  and 
partly  must  he  rule  himself  by  his  own  per- 
sonal reflective  will.  After  he  gets  beyond  the 
wildness  of  his  primitive  state,  the  reflective 
action  is  much  more  than  the  instinctive.  He 
makes  great  errors  in  his  experiments.  Indi- 
viduals do  so  .  John  is  a  drunkard ;  Lewis 
and  Margaret  are  dandies  ;  both  come  to  noth- 
ing, one  but  a  cup  of  drink,  the  others  a 
bundle  of  fine  clothes.  Nations  likewise  do 
so  :  the  Swedes  are  a  people  of  drunkards ; 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  were  debased  by  the 
vices  of  their  civilization,  and  barbarous, 
half-naked  men  tore  these  effeminate  dandies 
limb  from  limb. 


Similar  mistakes  are  made  by  individuals 
and  by  nations  in  the  development  of  the  re- 
ligious faculty,  and  the  consequences  are 
worse  than  even  drunkenness  :  thereof  history 
furnishes  terrible  examples,  oa  a  small  scale  by 
individuals,  or  on  a  great  scale  by  nations  — 
Abraham  sacrificing  his  only  son,  Spain  butch- 
ering her  subjects  by  the  hundred  thousand, 
because  they  could  not  believe  what  was  un- 
believable. 

In  mankind's  religious  development,  as  in 
yours  and  mine,  three  things  are  indispensable, 
namely — Emotions,  religious  feelings,  which 
come  directly  from  the  spontaneous  action  of 
this  religious  faculty  itself  ;  Ideas,  which 
come  from  the  reflective  action  of  the  intellect ; 
and  Actions,  which  come  from  the  will,  in- 
fluenced by  emotions  and  ideas. 

These  ideas  are  the  middle  term,  between 
emotions  and  actions ;  they  reach  forward  and 
create  deeds,  they  reach  backward  and  cause 
emotions,  which  create  new  deeds.  The  sum 
of  ideas  in  religious  matters  is  what  men  call 
Theology — thoughts  about  God,  about  Man, 
and  about  the  Relation  between  God  and  Man. 
Now  as  true  Religion  is  Piety,  the  love  of 
God,  and  Morality,  the  keeping  of  his  laws; 
so  a  true  Theology  is  the  Science  whereof  Re- 
ligion is  the  practice —  theology  the  intellect- 
ual part,  as  piety  is  the  emotional  part,  and 
morality  the  practical  part. 

A  true  theology  helps  both  piety  and  mor- 
ality ;  a  false  theology  hinders  each.  Now 
the  character  of  the  theological  ideas  which 
men  attain  to  and  believe  in,  will  depend 
mainly  on  the  Method  in  which  they  seek  for 
theologic  truth ;  a  false  method  will  ulti- 
mately lead  to  a  false  theology  and  its  conse- 
quences ;  and  a  true  method  will  ultimately 
lead  to  a  true  theology  and  its  consequences  ; 
the  road  from  Boston  to  Salem  will  never 
carry  the  travellers  to  Roxbnry,  though  so 
much  nearer  at  hand.  As  the  theology  which 
is  accepted  has  such  an  immense  influence  on 
the  individual,  the  community,  the  nation,  or 
the  race  which  accepts  it,  you  see  how  impor- 
tant it  is  to  have  a  right  method  in  theology. 
It  is  not  the  highest  end  of  life  to  attain  wealth, 
honor,  power,  fame,  but  to  build  up  a  religious 
character,  noble  in  kind,  great  in  quantity ;  to 
be  a  complete  man,  with  a  whole,  sound  body, 
developed  normally,  with  a  whole,  sound  spirit, 
normally  developed  in  its  intellectual,  its  mor- 
al, its  affectional,  and  its  religious  part.  To 
a  nation,  I  think  there  is  no  one  thing  which 


so  much  hinders  its  development  as  a  fals^ 
theology  ;  for  that  chains  the  spirit  and  then 
drives  it  to  an  unnatural  and  a  false  Church, 
an  unnatural  and  false  State,  Community, 
Family,  and  so  on  ;  and  there  is  no  one  thing 
which  so  much  helps  a  nation  to  a  masterly 
development  as  a  true  theology,  which  sets  the 
spirit  free,  and  then  leads  it  to  found  a  natur- 
al and  true  Church,  a  natural  and  true  State, 
Community,  Family,  and  so  on.  This  being 
so,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  you  and 
me  that  the  nation  should  have  this  true  meth- 
od in  theology,  for  that  is  to  the  general  activ- 
ity of  the  people  what  the  constitution  is  to 
its  political  activity,  what  his  tools  are  to  the 
blacksmith,  farmer,  spinner,  or  weaver. 

As  the  Theology  determines  the  action  of 
the  religious  faculty,  and  as  that  is  the  strong- 
est faculty  in  man,  you  see  at  once  what  wide, 
deep  and  controlling  force,  theological  ideas 
have  on  the  entire  concerns  of  men.  Let  me 
give  an  example.  About  a  hundred  and 
twenty  or  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  the 
Methodist  sect  began  in  England.  At  first  it 
was  to  the  British  Church  what  the  Protestant 
Reformation  was  to  the  Roman — an  awaken- 
ing to  new  religious  life,  and  putting  that  into 
new  practical  forms.  It  began  with  George 
Whitfield,  the  greatest  ecclesiastical  orator, 
and  John  Wesley,  the  greatest  ecclesiastical 
organizer  and  statesman  that  Christendom  had 
seen  for  a  thousand  years.  By  this  power  to 
pursuade  and  this  power  to  organize  men,  did 
these  two  persons  give  it  such  a  start  that  now 
the  sect  is  some  twelve  millions  strong,  has 
wide  influence  in  Great  Britain  and  America, 
and  has  done  much  service  in  controlling  the 
vices  of  passion,  and  in  keeping  the  humblest, 
poorest,  and  least  cared  for  part  of  the  popu- 
lation from  falling  still  lower  down.  But  this 
sect,  with  its  many  millions,  has  never  pro- 
duced a  great  man,  a  great  discoverer,  organ- 
izer, administrator,  philosopher,  poet,  or  his- 
torian. It  had  one  respectable  scholar,  Adam 
Clarke,  who  amassed  considerable  learning, 
though  he  used  it  without  originality  or  good 
judgment.  He  died  in  1832,  and  since  then 
no  Methodist  has  had  a  European  reputation. 
I  do  not  know  of  an  American  Methodist, 
more  than  American  Catholic,  who  is  eminent 
for  anything  but  devotion  to  his  church.  Yet 
there  is  talent  enough  born  into  the  Methodist 
Church ;  it  affects  powerfully  the  poorest  and 
least  educated  class  of  men  in  the  Northern 
States,  who  furnish  able  men  for  its  preachers. 
When  the  Methodist  Synod  met  in  Boston  a 


few  years  ago  we  were  astonished  to  see  such 
a  collection  of  superior  heads ;  they  would 
average  better  than  any  American  legislature 
I  have  seen.  Everybody  knows  what  zeal, 
what  industry,  what  self-denial  there  are  in  the 
sect.  Yet  little  comes  of  all  this  talent,  be- 
cause the  theology  and  the  discipline  of  the 
sect  crush  all  free  individuality  of  mind,  con- 
science, heart,  and  soul.  Just  in  proportion  as 
a  man  becomes  thoroughly  a  Methodist,  he 
ceases  to  be  an  individual  man  with  a  free 
mind,  a  free  conscience,  free  affections,  and 
freedom  of  soul ;  instead  thereof  he  becomes  a 
vulgar  fraction  of  his  sect,  one  twelve  mil- 
lionth part  of  the  Methodist  church.  Not 
many  years  since  a  Methodist  preacher  said, 
"We  preach  religion  without  philosophy,  and 
that  is  the  secret  of  our  success."  He  meant 
that  they  proclaimed  doctrines  which  must  be 
believed  without  appeal  to  reason,  and  com- 
manded deeds  to  be  done  without  regard  to 
conscience.  The  consequence  is  that  men 
with  large  reason  and  conscience  either  will 
not  enter  the  Methodist  church  at  all,  or  if  they 
do,  they  thence  presently  come  out,  or  stay 
only  to  have  their  minds  pinched  to  the  nar- 
rowest compass,  and  their  conscience  stifled 
stone  dead. 

There  is  one  method  which  has  been  adopted 
by  all  the  Christian  sects  in  their  theological 
investigations.  Some,  like  the  Methodists  and 
Catholics,  and  most  of  the  Trinitarians,  ad- 
here to  it  with  all  their  might ;  others,  like  the 
English  Church,  the  Unitarians,  the  Uni.ver- 
salists  and  the  Lutherans,  care  less  for  it,  and 
break  away  in  practice  from  what  they  all  pro- 
fess in  theory.  I  call  this  the  Ecclesiastical 
Method. 

There  is  another  method  adopted  by  philos- 
ophical men  in  their  scientific  investigations  in 
these  days,  but  rejected  by  all  the  great  sects  ; 
some  earnestly  and  violently  repudiating  it, 
while  others  reject  it  as  theory  though  they  fol- 
low it  more  or  less  in  practice.  This  I  call 
the  Philosophical  Method. 

So  far  as  they  are  ecclesiastical,  all  theolo- 
gians follow  the  ecclesiastical  method  ;  it  is  in- 
stantial  with  them.  So  far  as  they  are  philo- 
sophical, all  scientific  men  follow  the  philo- 
sophical method  ;  it  is  instantial  with  them. 
Let  me  say  that  when  some  ecclesiastical  men 
study  Philosophy,  they  abandon  the  ecclesi- 
astical method ;  hence  men  like  Dr.  Whewell 
in  England,  and  others,  have  attained  great 


eminence  in  science,  and  done  large  sei  .'ice 
therein. 

1.  Let  me  say  a  word  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Method.  This  consists  of  an  Assumption  and 
a  Deduction.  Men  assume  that  certain  words 
spoken  or  written,  are  a  direct,  miraculous, 
and  infallible  communication  from  God,  and 
therefore  are  of  ultimate  authority,  for  all 
time,  in  all  matters  of  religion  and  theology. 
To  these,  men  must  subordinate  their  intel- 
lectual, moral,  affectional,  and  religious  facul- 
ties.    That  is  the  assumption. 

2.  From  these  words  certain  doctrines  are 
deduced,  and  enforced  on  men  as  the  miracu- 
lous and  infallible  commands  of  God  which 
must  be  accepted  in  spite  of  the  instinctive  or 
reflective  action  of  man's  mind,  conscience, 
heart  and  soul.  These  are  called  doctrines 
of  "  Revealed  Religion/'  and  men  must 
believe  them,  howsoever  unreasonable,  im- 
moral, unlovely  and  irreligious.  That  is  the 
deduction. 

The  Christian  sects  differ  on  many  other 
things,  but  they  all  agree  in  assuming  this 
miraculous  and  infallible  communication  from 
God  as  the  ultimate  authority,  and  in  deducing 
thence  all  their  doctrines  ;  so  however  unlike 
their  conclusions,  all  agree  in  their  assump- 
tion and  deduction.  There  is  diversity  of 
doctrines,  but  unity  of  method.  The  Catho- 
lic finds  that  communication  in  the  Bible,  in 
ecclesiastical  Tradition,  and  in  the  decisions 
of  the  Roman  Church — expressed  by  the  in- 
fallible general  Council,  and  enforced  by  the 
infallible  Pope — which  three  are  the  ultimate 
authority  of  the  Catholic,  all  summed  up  and 
represented,  however,  by  the  infallible  Pope. 
The  Protestant  finds  that  communication  only 
in  the  Bible,  which  is  the  ultimate  authority  of 
Protestantism,  and  is  to  him  what  the  Pope  is 
to  the  Catholic.  Some  Protestant  sects  reject 
the  Apocrypha  as  no  part  of  the  miraculous 
communication;  some  individual  Protestants 
reject  certain  doubtful  books  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament or  the  New ;  but  all  the  little  Protes- 
tant sects,  Trinitarian,  Unitarian,  Nullitarian, 
and  the  three  great  Christian  sects,  the  Greek, 
the  Roman,  and  the  Teutonic  churches,  agree 
in  the  assumption  and  in  the  deduction.  By 
the  same  method  the  Roman  gets  his  infallible 
Pope,  and  the  Teuton  his  infallible  Bible,  the 
Trinitarian  his  trinity,  the  Unitarian  his  unity, 
the  Damnationist  his  eternal  torment,  and  the 
Salvationist  the  redemption  of  all  men. 


Now  the  Christian  sects  do  not  prove  that 
the  words  they  take  as  ultimate  authority  in 
matters  of  religion,  are  a  divine,  miraculous 
and  infallible  communication  from  God ;  they 
do  not  prove  this  from  facts  of  observation  in 
the  world  without,  or  facts  of  consciousness 
within.  That  fact  is  assumed.  In  the  whole 
compass  of  theological  literature  there  is  no 
proof  of  the  fact ;  there  is  no  evidence  which 
would  lead  an  impartial  jury  to  think  for  a  mo- 
ment that  there  was  the  shadow  of  a  proof. 
There  is  no  direct  evidence  adequate  to  prove 
it:  there  is  no  personal  evidence  —  the  testi- 
mony of  known  men,  carefully  collected  to- 
gether and  tested;  and  there  is  no  circumstan- 
tial evidence — the  testimony  of  known  things. 
It  is  assumption,  and  no  more.  It  is  thought 
wicked  to  doubt  what  none  has  ever  proved, 
and  what  never  can  be  proved. 

From  this  assumption  the  theologians  de- 
duce certain  doctrines,  and  regard  them  as 
mysteries,  revelations,  commandments,  resting 
on  God,  things  which  must  not  be  questioned. 
If  you  reject  them  you  are  to  be  damned  for- 
ever. 

Look  at  some  of  the  most  remarkable  of 
these  ecclesiastical  doctrines  thus  deduced.  I 
shall  not  take  great  religious  or  theological 
Truths,  such  as  the  Existence  of  God,  the  Im- 
mortality of  man,  his  Dependence  on  God  and 
Accountability  to  Him ;  for  these  are  facts  of 
consciousness  which  are  common  to  all  forms 
of  religion,  in  the  enlightened,  the  civilized,  the 
half-civilized,  the  barbarous,  and  even  the 
savage  state,  and  all  of  these  have  been  de- 
monstrated, it  seems  to  mo,  till  the  argument 
for  each  can  be  analysed  into  propositions, 
each  of  which  is  self-evident,  and  requires  no 
proof.  Whatever  the  theologians  may  say, 
none  of  these  four  great  truths  rest  at  all  on  the 
theological  method  for  their  support.  I  shall 
take  seven  dogmas,  which  are  certainly  no  part 
of  natural  religion,  and  are  claimed  to  be  very 
important  parts  of  the  miraculous  revelation. 
Here  they  are  :  — 

1.  The  Existence  of  the  Devil,  a  personal 
being,  totally  and  absolutely  evil,  with  im- 
mense power,  which  he  uses  to  thwart  God  and 
ruin  men. 

2.  The  Total  Depravity  of  Man :- the  first 
man  was  created  good,  but  fell  from  his  inno- 
cence, and  "In  Adam's  fall  we  sinned  all,"  — 
so  that  we  are  totally  depraved,  and  the  human 
race  has  turned  out  just  as  God  meant  it 
should  not  turn  out. 

3.  The  Wrath  of  God :  He  is  in  a  state  of 


continual  indignation  against  this  totally  de- 
praved mankind,  and  is  "angry  with  the 
wicked  every  day." 

4.  The  Eternal  Torment  of  the  Immortal 
Soul :  the  wrathful  God  has  prepared  an  ever- 
lasting hell,  where  the  absolutely  evil  devil 
will  act  as  his  lieutenant-governor  and  torment 
sinful  mankind,  the  immense  majority  of  the 
human  race,  forever. 

5.  The  Incarnation  of  God :  God  is  one  and 
yet  three  —  the  Father,  who  is  eternally  the 
Father ;  the  only  begotton  Son,  who  is  eter- 
nally the  Son  ;  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  pro- 
ceeds eternally  from  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
By  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  God  the  Father  — 
who  is  also  God  the  Son  and  God  the  Holy 
Ghost  —  overshadowed  Mary,  the  spouse  of 
Joseph,  and  she  bore  God  the  Son,  who  was 
successively  God  a  baby,  God  a  boy,  God  a 
youth,  and  God  a  man,  eating,  drinking,  dy- 
ing, was  sacrificed,  raised  again,  and  ascended 
to  Heaven,  and  all  the  time  was  still  God. 

6.  The  Atonement,  the  Death  of  God:  He 
was  kilted  by  wicked  men,  and  rose  again,  taking 
away  the  sin  of  part  of  the  totally  depraved 
mankind,  through  the  mitigation  of  God's 
wrath,  so  that  a  certain  portion  are  destined  to 
eternal  happiness,  while  the  rest  must  go  down 
to  eternal  woe,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels. 

7.  The  Salvation  of  Men  by  Belief:  yon 
must  believe  all  these  six  doctrines,  or  else 
perish  everlastingly. 

Now,  there  is  no  circumstantial,  no  personal 
evidence  for  the  truth  of  anyone  of  these  seven 
monstrous  doctrines.  You  find  no  Devil  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  to-day,  no  footsteps  of 
him  in  the  "  Old  Bed  Sandstone/'  not  a  track 
of  his  step  amid  all  the  "  Vestiges  of  the  Nat- 
ural History  of  Creation  ;  "  no  detective  police 
could  ever  find  the  faintest  scent  of  this  crea- 
ture. Ask  the  minister,  "  How  do  you  know 
there  is  such  a  devil ?  "  and  he  answers,  "It  is 
a  doctrine  of  the  divine  and  miraculous  revela- 
tion." Ask  again,  "  How  do  you  know  the 
revelation  is  divine  and  miraculous,  from 
God  1 "  and  if  he  be  an  honest  man,  and 
understand  his  profession  as  well  as  the  street 
sweepers  their  business,  he  will  say,  "  I  do  not 
know  it,  I  only  find  it  convenient  to  assume  it, 
I  have  not  a  particle  of  evidence  for  it/' 

Then  there  is  no  circumstantial  or  personal 
evidence   for  the    Total    Depravity  of  Man. 
Wise    men     you    find,     none    wholly  wise 
good  men,  none  wholly  good ;  bad  men  also, 
but  none  totally  bad.    Take  the  human  race 


in  every  age,  wisdom  prevails  over  folly,  good- 
ness over  badness,  virtue  over  vice;  even  Law- 
rence, &  Stone,  it  is  thought,  made  more 
honest  bargains  than  deceitful  ones.  South 
Carolina  Representatives  in  Congress  are  sober 
all  the  forenoon.  Cruel  masters  are  excep- 
tional, even  amongst  slaveholders.  Murderers 
are  always  in  the  minority ;  thieves  and  sturdy 
beggars  likewise,  and  even  liars.  History  re- 
cords no  Fall  of  man,  hut  rather  an  ascent,  a 
continual  increase  in  wisdom,  justice,  philan- 
thropy, piety,  and  trust  in  God. 

There  is  no  evidence  for  tho  Wrath  of  God, 
and  an  Eternal  Hell  ;  earthquakes,  volcanoes, 
storm,  pestilence,  death,  indicate  no  ugliness 
on  God's  part,  no  lack  of  love.  In  tho  world 
of  time  and  space  you  cannot  find  a  single  fact 
of  observation  which  indicates  the  wrath  of 
God.  Take  any  man,  the  worst  or  the  best, 
who  is  not  debauched  by  indulgence  in  the 
ecclesiastical  theology,  not  poisoned  by  these 
odious  doctrines,  and  in  him  you  cannot  find  a 
fact  of  consciousness  which  indicates  wrath  on 
God's  part.  Nay,  in  the  clear  mirror  of  the 
human  soul,  wiped  clean  from  tho  breath  of 
that  contagion,  is  God's  Infinite  Love  reflected  ; 
the  natural  man  looks  there,  and  sees  the  dear 
Father  and  Mother  of  all  mankind.  Ask  the 
minister  how  he  knows  of  God's  wrath  and 
eternal  torment ;  ask  the  council  of  ministers 
at  North  Woburn  how  they  know  that  God  will 
damn  all  babies  unbaptized  and  dying  newly 
born,  and  if  you  could  beguile  them  into  honest 
speech,  they  would  tell  you  "  It  rests  on  the 
authority  of  some  one  who  died  many  years 
ago ;  we  do  not  know  who  said  it,  nor  what 
authority  he  had  for  saying  it." 

So  it  is  with  each  of  these  other  doctrines  — 
the  Incarnation  of  God  in  a  miraculous  baby, 
the  Death  of  God  by  crucifixion,  the  Resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead  God  ;  the  Atonement,  God  the 
Son  appeasing  God  the  Father,  this  one  un- 
divided third  part  of  the  trinity  appeasing  the 
two  other  undivided  third  parts.  There  is 
nothing  which  can  be  called  circumstantial  or 
personal  evidence  for  these  things ;  they  all 
rest  on  the  said  so  of  somebody  who  knew  no 
better  than  we ;  who  took  his  dreams  of  the 
night  or  his  whimseys  of  the  day,  for  the  facts 
of  the  universe. 

In  the  Catholic  Church  you  will  be  told  of 
the  miraculous  Immaculate  Conception  of 
Mary,  the  mother  of  God,  of  the  miracles  of  St. 
Valentine,  to  whom  this  day  is  consecrated,  of 
St.  Dennis,  who  had  his  head  cut  off,  and 
walked  home  with  it  under  his  arm.    All  this 


rests  on  the  same  sort  of  evidence  as  these 
seven  dogmas  just  named;  on  the  "said 
so"  of  somebody  who  knew  nothing  about  it. 
There  is  no  more  reason  for  believing  the  mi- 
raculous birth  of  Jesus,  the  "  Son  of  God/' 
than  of  Mary,  the  "mother  of  God,"  or  of  Anna, 
the  "  mother  of  God's  mother,  "  "  the  grand- 
mother of  God  -"  the  whole  rests  on  nothing. 
The  Catholic  Church  says  that  you  must 
believe  in  the  infallible  pope,  and  do  the  works 
which  the  Church  commands,  and  you  shall 
find  life  everlasting ;  else  you  shall  find  hell 
everlasting.  There  is  as  much  reason  for  that 
as  there  is  for  the  Protestant  mode  of  salva- 
tion ;  there  is  none  at  all  for  either. 

This  method  leads  to  monstrous  evils.  To 
assume  that  there  was  such  a  communication 
from  God,  to  submit  man's  highest  faculties  tp 
such  outside  authority,  in  the  long  run,  always 
degrades  these  faculties,  and  leads  men  in 
God's  name  to  despise  the  very  highest  gifts 
He  ever  gave  to  man.  The  odious  doctrines 
thus  deduced  drive  some  men  to  utter  irrelig- 
ion,  even  to  atheism.  All  the  way  from  Greek 
Epicurus  to  German  Feuerbach,  it  is  the  fol- 
lies taught  in  the  name  of  God  that  have 
driven  men  to  atheism.  But  speculative  athe- 
ism is  always  exceptional,  rarer  than  murder. 
Multitudes  of  men  believe  these  doctrines  be- 
cause they  are  taught  in  the  name  of  religion 
— and  what  fear  follows,  what  distrust  of  self 
and  of  man,,  what  belittlement  of  all  the  intel- 
lectual powers  !  How  such  men  turn  off  from 
fair  normal  life,  and  hope  to  serve  God  and 
win  heaven  by  some  unnatural  trick  !  Go  to 
a  meeting  of  scientific  men,  who  are  discuss- 
ing geology,  physiology,  what  you  will,  and 
how  patiently  they  look  for  facts,  and  examine 
and  cross-examine  every  witness,  to  be  sure 
they  get  at  a  real  fact,  not  at  a  dream.  Thence 
how  carefully  they  induce  the  law  of  the  facts  ; 
what  respect  do  they  show  for  man's  mind; 
what  fairness  of  investigation,  what  freedom 
from  confinement  to  the  old  !  Go  to  a  meet- 
ing of  ministers,  discussing  the  science  of  re- 
ligion, and  what  a  difference  !  what  sophistry 
in  "investigation,"  what  contempt  for  mind, 
what  neglect  of  facts,  what  fear  of  enquiry ! 
With  them  credulity  is  counted  one  of  the 
greatest  of  virtues  ;  belief  without  evidence 
or  against  evidence  is  a  part  of  piety.  To  call 
for  proof  is  to  be  a  "  skeptic,  "  an  "  infidel.  " 
All  questions  must  be  settled  by  quoting  texts, 
which  represent  not  facts  of  the  universe,  but 
the  opinion  of  some  man,  perhaps  unknown, 
who  died  hundreds  of  years  ago.    Not  only 
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is  it  impossible  to  attain  truth  in  this  way,  but 
this  method  of  trying  for  it  debases  the  mind, 
the  conscience,  the  heart,  and  the  soul  of 
those  who  take  the  pains.  Children  who  go 
apart  to  study  their  lessons,  and  come  together 
to  recite  them,  learn  truth  by  this  process,  and 
strengthen  their  mind  ;  but  if  they  separate  to 
dream,  and  assemble  to  tell  their  dreams,  what 
good  comes  of  it  1  Dreams  for  facts,  stupid- 
ity for  science.  Alas,  there  are  children  of  a 
larger  growth  !  So  much  for  the  Ecclesiastical 
Method. 

II.  The  Philosophical  Method  is  just  the 
opposite  of  this.  It  is  quite  simple  ;  it  rests 
on  two  assumptions.  The  first  is  the  Faithful- 
ness of  the  Human  Faculties,  the  senses  for  sen- 
sation, the  spiritual  powers  for  their  spiritual 
function,  intellectual,  moral,  affectional  and 
religious.  The  other  assumption  is  the  Ex- 
istence of  this  Outward  World,  whereof  the 
senses  testify. 

Then  from  facts  of  consciousness  within, 
and  facts  of  observation  without,  the  theolog- 
ical enquirer  seeks  to  learn  the  nature  of 
God,  of  Man,  and  the  Relation  between  the 
two,  with  the  duties,  rights  and  destination  of 
Man,  which  come  therefrom.  By  this  method 
the  enquirer  takes  the  whole  Universe  as  the 
Revelation  of  God.  The  world  of  Matter  pre- 
sents the  phenomena  of  God  which  are  mani- 
fest to  the  senses  of  man,  while  the  world  of 
Man  presents  him  the  other  phenomena  of  God 
which  are  manifest  to  the  mind,  the  con- 
science, the  heart  and  the  soul.  He  would 
learn  from  all  the  history  of  mankind,  and 
gather  what  previous  ages  had  learned.  The 
human  race  is  many  thousand  years  old  ;  all 
civilized  nations  have  their  religious  books,  the 
Bibles  of  the  nations,  writ  by  men  of  genius 
and  piety ;  none  contains  all  truth,  nor  only 
truth,  but  each  has  some,  for  man  is  always 
religiously  inclined,  always  looks  for  the  true, 
the  beautiful,  the  just,  the  good  and  the  holy  ; 
and  God  has  not  made  these  things  hard  to 
find,  accessible  to  great  men  only,  the  inherit- 
ance of  but  a  single  people,  a  revelation  only 
to  learned  men.  The  conscience  of  the  child 
outtravels  oft  the  conscience  of  the  sire,  and  the 
wife  intuitively  knows  more  of  God  and  religion 
than  her  philosophic  husband  ever  dared  to 
think.  Each  of  the  six  great  world-sects  has 
taught  much  truth  ;  I  think  the  Christian  most 
of  all ;  and  besides  that,  it  has  the  transcen- 
dant  character  of  Jesus — a  man  of  such  noble 
courage,  with  such  abhorrence  of  hypocrisy, 


such  tender  love  for  mankind,  and  piety  so  in- 
ward, blossoming  out  into  the  "  strong  and 
flame-like  flower  "  of  such  morality !  The 
Catholic  church  has  much  to  teach ;  every 
Protestant  sect  also  a  great  deal.  I  just  spoke 
of  the  Methodists  showings  the  evil  which 
comes  from  their  false  method  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal discipline  ;  they  have  a  fervor  of  religious 
emotion,  a  zeal  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  neg- 
lected white  people,  which  makes  them  exceed- 
ingly useful. 

The  inquirer  after  religion  and  theology  by 
the  philosophical  method  will  take  the  good 
which  past  ages  have  to  teach.  But  man's 
Nature  is  more  than  his  History ;  so  the  chief 
source  of  theologic  truth  will  be  found  in  nx'3Ji 
himself,  in  the  instinctive  and  reflective  action 
of  his  faculties  in  their  normal  use  and  develop- 
ment. Men  talk  of  inspiration,  the  contact  of 
the  human  spirit  with  the  infinite  God,  the  in- 
coming of  Deity  to  our  soul.  I  think  it  is  a 
fact,  not  miraculous  and  exceptional,  but  nor- 
mal and  instantial;  just  so  far  as  man  uses 
his  natural  faculties  in  their  natural  way,  the 
Divine  power  of  the  universe  flows  into  him 
and  acts  by  him,  as  vegetative  force  into  these 
handsome  plants.  Faithful  use  of  the  facul- 
ties is  the  human  condition  of  this  divine  in- 
spiration, and  truth,  beauty,  justice,  love,  in- 
tegrity, these  are  its  tests.  I  know  there  are 
moments  of  ecstacy,  which  are  to  common 
hours  what  genius  is  to  ordinary  men,  what 
spring  is  to  the  year,  and  in  this  precious 
flower-time  of  spiritual  action  much  is  done, 
nor  would  I  ever  neglect  these  handsome  oppor- 
tunities; I  would  take  every  flower  which  was 
offered  to  me  then,  but  with  cool  calm  reason, 
in  my  soberest  moments  would  examine  it, 
and  learn  its  value. 

Now  if  a  man  tries  this  philosophical 
method,  he  will  come  to  a  true  theology,which 
shall  be  to  the  actual  facts  of  God's  nature, 
Man's  nature,  and  the  Relation  between  them, 
what  astronomy  is  to  the  facts  of  the  solar 
s}rstem.  The  science  of  theology  will  then  be 
based  on  facts  of  observation  and  of  con- 
sciousness ;  not  on  mere  words,  which  repre- 
sent the  dream  of  some  deluded  man,  but  on 
the  facts  of  the  universe,  writ  in  matter  with- 
out us  and  mind  within.  Then  theology  will 
be  a  progressive  science,  enlarging  its  scope 
of  comprehension.  Mere  belief  will  pass  into 
certain  knowledge.  From  theology,  as  from 
astronomy,  chemistry,  medicine,  miracles  will 
disappear,  and  law  take  their  place — the  con- 
stant mode  of  operation  of  the  natural  pow 
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ers  which  God  gave  to  matter  and  to  spirit. 
Those  seven  odious  dogmas  which  I  have  just 
named  will  pass  off.  So  the  spectres  of  the 
night,  made  of  tormenting  dreams  which  dis- 
turbed the  little  girl  who  read  stories  of  hobgob- 
lins before  she  slept,  are  all  gone  when  she 
opens  her  eyes,  looks  out  of  the  window,  and 
sees  the  apple  trees  unfold  their  fragrant,  ros- 
eate beauty  to  some  May  morning's  rising  sun  ! 
The  idea  of  a  capricious,  changeable  and 
wrathful  God,  damning  men  by  the  hundred 
million,  paving  his  wide  hell  with  the  skulls  of 
babies  not  a  span  long,  their  parents  racked 
above  that  fiery  floor — all  that  will  vanish,  and 
instead  thereof  shall  your  soul  be  gladdened 
by  the  perpetual  presence  of  the  Infinite 
Power,  Wisdom,  Justice  and  Love,  the  Per- 
fect God  of  the  universe,  who  is  present  in  all 
matter,  in  all  spirit,  acting  everywhere  by  law, 
Perfect  Cause  and  Perfect  Providence,  Father 
and  Mother  to  you  and  me  and  all  that  are. 
No  longer  shall  you  dream  that  you  are  to- 
tally depraved,  your  nature  hateful  to  God, 
you  no  lawful  child  of  his,  but  mothered  by 
the  devil's  dam,  with  no  natural  right  to 
heaven,  ruin  your  final  fate.  You  shall  ac- 
count yourself  the  grandest  work  God  has 
ever  made,  created  from  a  perfect  motive,  the 
desire  to  bless,  and  for  a  perfect  end,  the  high- 
est welfare  possible  for  you,  and  furnished 
with  faculties  which  are  a  perfect  means 
thereto.  Then  you  shall  not  fear  and  crouch 
down,  and  skulk  about  the  world  like  a  rat  in 
the  daylight  of  a  city  street,  ashamed  of  your 
nature,  afraid  of  your  instincts,  emasculating 
your  intellect,  your  affections  and  your  soul ; 
but  with  upright  walk  shall  you  go  about  your 
daily  life,  knowing  that  you  have  duties  to  do, 
rights  to  enjoy,  serving  your  God  by  the  nor- 
mal discipline,  development,  use,  and  enjoy- 
ment of  every  limb  of  the  body,  every  faculty 
of  the  spirit,  every  power  which  you  possess 
over  matter  and  over  man.  What  heed  will 
you  then  take  to  do  every  manly  duty  for  its 
own  sake,  making  conscience  supreme,  and  to 
bear  any  cross  laid  upon  you  which  should  be 
borne.  If  you  mistake  and  overstep  the  nat- 
ural law  of  right — as  you  will,  especially  in 
early  life — mortified  with  shame  you  will  turn 
back  to  the  natural  and  better  way.  Religion 
will  not  be  a  regeneration,  being  born  again,  a 
change  of  nature,  a  cutting  something  native 
off  or  tying  something  foreign  on ;  but  a  de- 
velopment of  nature,  what  the  blossom  is  to 
the  bud,  what  growth  to  manhood  or  woman- 
hood is  to  girl  or  boy.    Conscious  of  immor- 


tality, living  now  the  everlasting  life,  you  will 
look  forward  to  that  future  heaven,  which  in- 
stinct tells  even  the  savage  of,  and  which 
science  demonstrates  to  enlightened  and 
thoughtful  man.  You  are  sure  of  the  Infinite 
God,  you  have  a  right  to  his  providence,  and 
you  can  trust  him  in  all  that  is  to  come.  Fear 
of  the  devil  and  his  noisy  hell  of  absurd  and 
wicked  torment,  you  will  leave  to  such  as  love 
the  hideous  thought,  whom  you  would  but  can- 
not cure ;  and  in  its  place  the  certainty  of  ulti- 
mate heaven  will  come  to  you  as  the  sure  gift 
of  the  Infinite  Father,  the  Infinite  Mother, 
who  is  Cause  and  Providence  to  all  the  world ! 

When  such  doctrines  of  God,  Man,  and  the 
Relation  between  them,  of  man's  duties,  rights, 
and  destination,  are  set  forth  and  accepted, 
what  a  change  will  follow!  Speculative  athe- 
ism will  be  stark  dead ;  no  thoughtful  man 
will  look  upon  the  world  of  matter,  and  deny 
the  power,  law  and  mind,  which  are  imminent 
therein ;  no  thoughtful  man  will  feel  the 
world  of  spirit  within  him,  but  will  also  feel 
the  consciousness  of  the  Perfect  God,  and  joy- 
ous turn  to  him — for  it  is  not  the  God  of  Na- 
ture that  the  speculative  atheist  would  deny, 
but  only  the  unreal  God  of  theologic  dreams, 
which  science  turns  off  from,  while  the  Deity 
which  the  world  of  matter  and  the  world  of 
spirit  alike  reveal,  the  scientific  men  draw  near 
with  love  greatening  continually  as  they  know 
him  and  approach. 

What  an  effect  will  this  Natural  Theology 
have  in  making  a  real  Revival  in  Natural  Re- 
ligion 1  Conscious  of  such  a  Nature  in  us,  of 
such  a  God  as  Cause  and  Providence,  of  such 
duties,  such  rights,  such  a  destination — what 
wealth  of  religious  emotion  will  spring  up 
within  the  human  soul !  what  depth  of  piety, 
the  love  of  God  !  what  strength  of  morality, 
the  keeping  of  his  commands  !  What  an  in- 
fluence will  it  have  on  the  individual,  to  make 
him  a  great  man,  intellectual,  moral,  affectional 
and  religious  ;  then  on  the  family,  the  commu- 
nity, the  state,  the  church,  and  the  world! 
Then  ministers  and  politicians  will  not  seek  to 
justify  a  well-known  wrong  by  quoting  texts 
from  Bible,  or  Koran,  or  saint,  none  knows 
who  ;  but  out  of  the  experience  of  mankind 
past  and  the  consciousness  of  mankind  pre 
sent,  and  the  actual  inspiration  of  God  now, 
shall  both  derive  the  unchanging  higher  law 
of  truth,  justice,  love,  and  make  these  the 
statutes  of  mankind,  till  the  Constitution  of 
the  Universe  become  the  People's  Common 
Law  ! 
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I  just  now  spoke  of  the  religious  faculty  as 
the  strongest  of  all  the  human  powers.  When 
it  works  aright,  what  service  will  it  render  us  ! 
It  is  a  mighty  Amazon,  reaching  from  the  In- 
finite Ocean  of  God,  far  into  f the  innermost 
continent  of  man,  fed  by  the  breath  of  that 
ocean  which  it  tends  unto.  What  tall  moun- 
tains shall  it  drain  ;  what  kingdoms  water ; 
what  mills  and  factories  of  human  wealth 
shall  it  turn ;  what  fleets  laden  with  peaceful 
welfare  shall  it  bear  on  its  bosom ;  what  cot- 
tages, palaces,  villages,  towns  and  mighty 
cities,  swarming  with  progressive,  virtuous, 
happy  men,  shall  be  reflected  in  this  great 
river  of  God,  which  mixes  their  image  also 
with  the  stars  of  heaven  all  the  night,  its  vari- 
colored glories  all  the  day  !  » 

A  false  method  in  science  gave  man  astrolo- 
gy, alchemy,  magic ;  a  true  method  gives  him 
astronomy,  chemistry,  the  medicative  and 
beautifying  arts,  mills,  factories,  railroads, 
steam  engines  and  telegraphs,  ether.  A  false 
method  in  politics  gave  him  a  military  despot- 
ism, slavery  of  the  Asiatic  millions,  crushed  un- 
derneath a  tyrant's  bloody  foot ;  a  true  method 
gives  him  an  industrial  democracy,  the  mar- 
riage of  liberty  to  law,  filling  the  world  with 
happy  daughters  and  progressive  sons.  A  true 
method  in  theology  marries  the  religious  in- 
stinct to  philosophical  reflection,  and  they  will 
increase  and  multiply,  replenishing  the  earth, 
and  subduing  it;  Toil  and  Thought  shall 
dwell  in  the  same  household,  and  Desire  and 
Duty  go  hand  and  hand  therein. 


My  friends,  almost  thirteen  years  ago,  I 
came  here  at  the  request  of  some  of  you  whom 
I  see  before  me  to-day.  You  asked  me  to 
preach  a  true  Method  of  Theology,  to  teach 
the  pure  and  Absolute  Religion,  calling  no 
man  my  master,  but  looking  to  the  Great 
Master,  who  is  also  Father  and  Mother.  It 
was  a  dark,  -ainy  Sunday,  the  16th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1845.  I  knew  I  was  coming  to  a  "  thirty 
years  war/'  should  I  live  so  long,  and  I  had 
enlisted  till  the  fight  should  be  over  :  I  did  not 
know  how  terrible  the  contest  must  be ;  you 
knew  it  still  less.  You  remember  how  the 
churches  roared  at  us ;  only  here  and  there 
some  one  said,  "  Good  may  come  out  of  it,  as 
out  of  another  Nazareth  ;  let  us  wait  and  see. 
Let  both  grow  together  till  the  harvest ;  try  not 
to  pluck  up  these  tares,  lest  you  also  disturb 
the  wheat."  Since  on  the  22d  of  January, 
1845,  you  voted  the  resolution  that  it  was  ex- 


pedient that  "  Theodore  Parker  should  have  a 
chance  to  be  heard  in  Boston,"  a  great  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  theology  of  New  Eng- 
land, of  all  the  Northern  States.  I  think  the 
humble  labors  of  this  little  society  have  not 
been  in  vain.  It  was  a  great  opportunity 
which  this  wide  hall  offered,  with  its  open 
doors.  There  are  strangers  who  came  to  scoff 
but  depart  not  without  having  learned  to  pray. 

My  main  obje'et  has  never  been  to  make  a 
system  of  theology,  still  less  to  form  a  sect, 
or  draw  a  crowd ;  an  ambitious  Jesuit  could 
better  form  a  sect,  any  harlequin  of  the  pulpit, 
who  knew  how  to  lay  his  hand  on  the  religious 
instincts  of  men,  could  sooner  draw  a  crowd. 
I  have  worked  for  a  long  time,  in  a  long  time.  ^ 
I  have  aimed  to  help  men  and  women  become  V 
what  God  meant  we  should  be  —  noble  men 
and  women,  whose  prayer  is  the  communion 
of  their  soul  with  God's  soul,  whose  life  is  a 
daily  service  of  Him,  by  the  normal  discipline, 
development,  use  and  enjoyment  of  every  limb 
of  the  body  and  every  faculty  of  the  spirit.  Do 
I  help  you  to  this  ?  If  not,  then  leave  me,  let 
these  handsome  walls  be  silent,  empty,  desert- 
ed, lone,  till  some  nobler  one  shall  come  who 
shall  waken  religion  in  your  consciousness,  as 
that  great  master  [pointing  to  the  statue  of  Beet- 
hoven] out  of  the  common  air  produced  such 
music  as  enchants  the  world.  Go  you  else- 
where, and  find  you  bread  from  heaven  in 
whatever  desert  it  be  rained  down,  and  fill  you 
with  living  water,  no  matter  from  what  rock  it 
flows  forth,  nor  whose  hand  smites  open  the 
fountain's  blessed  way ! 

But  if  I  so  instruct  your  mind  that  it  fills 
itself  with  truth  and  beauty,  if  I  do  rouse  your 
conscience  till  it  see  the  Higher  Law  of  God's 
unchanging  right,  and  if  I  do  confirm  your 
will  till  that  law  becomes  your  daily  guide  to 
life,  if  I  do  touch  your  affections  till  you  bet- 
ter love  each  other — the  young  man  more 
purely  the  maiden,  and  she  him  with  purer  an-  ^ 
swering  love,  till  wife  and  husband,  parent  ^F 
and  child,  kinsfolk,  friend  and  acquaintance, 
are  knit  in  more  welcome  ties,  till  a  larger 
patriotism  warm  you  with  concern  for  the 
poor,  the  maimed,  the  outcast,  the  slave,  the 
drunkard,  the  harlot,  the  thief,  the  murderer, 
till  a  larger  philanthropy  join  you  to  all  man- 
kind— and  if  I  stir  the  feelings  infinite  till 
your  souls  are  informed  with  the  living  God 
and  have  an  absolute  trust  in  Him — if  I  help 
you  to  these  grand  ideas  of  God,  of  Man,  of 
the  Belation  between  them,  of  duty  here,  and 
right  to  heaven  hereafter — then  am  I  blessed 
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in  you,  and  yon  also  are  blessed  in  me,  and 
after  the  years  of  strife  shall  have  passed  by, 
you  and  I,  though  all  forgot,  our  very  names 
perished,  shall  yet  be  a  power  in  the  nation  to 


soothe  and  heal  and  bless,  long  after  our  im- 
mortal part  shall  have  gone  to  those  joys 
which  the  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  the  ear  heard 
nor  the  heart  of  man  begun  to  comprehend. 


From  the  Boston  Daily  Bee,  of  March  17,  1858. 

EXCESSES   OF   THE   REVIVAL  — THEODORE  PARKER'S  CASE. 


In  an  article  on  Saturday,  we  spoke,  in  gen-  I 
eral  terms  of  the  remarkable  religious  interest 
now  existing  in  this  city  and  in  other  localities, 
and  expressed  some  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
dangers  to  which  such  seasons  of  religious  awak- 
ening are  liable,  and  the  blemishes  which  some- 
times disfigure  them  and  mar  their  usefulness. 
We   had   no   hesitation   in  thus  commenting 
publicly  on  this  mattei*,  since  it  seems  to  be  the 
fashion  to  noise  the  thing  abroad,  and  some  of 
our  cotemporaries  go  even  so  far,  and  we  think 
it  a  great  deal  too  far,  in  such  a  case,  as  to  pa- 
rade before  the  public  in  the  papers  the  names 
of  the  individuals  who  speak  and  pray  at  these 
meetings.     At  the  least  it  may   be  assumed 
that  the  cause  of  truth  and  of  pure  and  unde- 
fined religion  will  receive  no  detriment  from  a 
little  plain  speaking  in  relation  to  what  we  call 
the  excesses  of  the  revival  movement.     There 
are  many  things  incidental  to  these  seasons  of 
religious  interest  which  we  cannot  approve  ; 
men  under  the  influence  of  excitement  of  ur- 
gent  appeals,    or    even    admonished    by   an 
awakened  conscience,  make  a  thousand  absurd 
statements,  and  equally  absurd  promises   and 
prayers.     They  see  with  great  distinctness  the 
mote  in  their  brother's  eye,  and  fondly  imag- 
ing that  the  beam  has  been  cast  out  of  their 
own  ;  they  seem  to  suppose  that  a  brief  period 
of  unusual  devotion,  of  increased  fervor,    of 
abandonment  of  ordinary  duties  in   order  to 
give  their  whole  energies  to  the  work  of  re- 
generating individual  souls,  will  make  up  for 
years  of  coldness,  selfishness  and  neglect  of 
God  and  duty — not  that  they  are  conscious  of 
entertaining  such  notions,  but  that  they  do  the 
sequel  proves  ;  they  act  as  though  personal  re- 
ligion and  vital  piety  could  be  accomplished 
by  the  job ;  they  forget  that  the   injunction, 
"Fear   God   and   keep   his  commandments," 
besides  comprising  the  whole  duty  of  man,  is 
of  binding  force   and  constant  application  in 
all  places  and  forever,  and  too  often  they  seem 
to  think  that  exhortations  and  prayers  will  an- 
swer in  place  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  precept 
commanding  us  to  udo  justly,  love  mercy  and 
walk  humbly  "  before  God. 


They  make  good  resolves  in  abundance,  but 
forget  the  truthful  words  of  the  poet : 


"  and  on  reason  build  resolve, 


That  column  of  true  majesty  in  man." 

These  are  some  of  the  defects  most  noticea- 
ble in  revivals,  and  we  instance  them  not  be- 
cause we  would  in  aught  detract  from  the  just  H| 
merits  of  these  religious  movements,  but  as 
showing  that  these  like  all  human  efforts  are  im- 
perfect, and  hence  should  be  carefully  scrutiniz 
edand  judged  with  candor  and  charity.  Perhaps 
no  mistake  is  more  common  with  those  most 
zealous  in  these  revivals,  than  that  of  turning 
away  their  attention  entirely  from  themselves, 
and  exerting  themselves  strenuously  to  save  the 
souls  of  their  neighbors,  perhaps  forgetting 
that  to  his  own  master  each  one  must  stand  or 
fall,  or  mayhap  forgetting  self  altogether  in 
their  new  and  zealous  benevolence  for  the  sal- 
vation of  others.  At  all  events  this  extraor- 
dinary manifestation  of  anxiety  for  the  spirit- 
ual welfare  of  others,  leads  to  some  exhibi- 
tions not  at  all  calculated  to  reflect  credit  upon 
religion  or  to  inspire  confidence  in  revivals, 
or  in  the  sanity  and  common  sense  of  some  of 
those  who  participate  in  them.  To  illustrate:  at 
many  of  the  prayer  meetings  of  late,  Rev. 
Theodoce  Parker  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
special  prayer,  and  we  give  below  some  speci- 
mens of  the  way  in  which  the  mercy  of  God 
is  implored  for  this  somewhat  eccentric  but 
distinguished  preacher.  The  words  of  these 
supplications  were  taken  down  by  a  reporter 
as  they  were  uttered  One  brother  prayed  for  0 
Mr.  Parker  in  the  following  language : 

"  O  Lord,  if  this  man  (Parker)  is  a  subject  of 

grace,  convert  him  and  bring  him  into  the  king- 
om  of  thy  dear  Son :  but  if  he  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  saving  influence  of  the  gospel,  remove 
him  out  of  the  way,  and  let  his  influence  die  with 
him  /" 

Now,  is  this  that  spirit  which  instructs  us  to 
"  pray  for  all  men  everywhere  1 "  Is  this 
"lifting  up  holy  hands  without,  wrath  or  doubt- 


ing' 


Did  this  Christian  mean  to  ask  God  to 


kill  Theodore  Parker,  or  would  he  have  the 
only  other  possible  interpretation  put  upon  his 
petition,  namely,  that  God  would  "  remove  " 
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Mr.  Parker  to  some  other  locality,  so  that 
some  other  community  might  be  subjected  to 
the  influence  of  his  preaching  and  example, 
baleful  as  the  suppliant  evidently  thinks  it  is  1 
Upon  one  horn  or  the  other  of  this  dilemma 
must  this  prayer  be  hung,  and  in  either  view  it 
is  as  unchristian  as  it  is  absurd.  Another 
prayed  thus  : 

"  O,  Lord,  if  this  man  will  still  persist  in  speak- 
ing in  public,  induce  the  people  to  leave  him  and 
come  and  fill  this  house  instead  of  that !  " 

"Who  gave  the  preacher  and  brethren  of  the 

Street  church  a  monopoly  of  free  speech. 

of  prayer  or  of  exhortation,  that  they  should 
pray  God  to  shut  Mr.  Parker's  mouth  1  In 
that  same  church  where  this  prayer  was  offer- 
ed, we  have  often  seen,  during  this  very  season, 
men,  women  and  children,  standing  in  crowds 
in  the  porch,  waiting  in  vain  an  invitation  to 
take  a  seat  in  the  pews  that  were  not  half 
filled :  but  at  Music  Hall,  where  Mr.  Parker 
preaches,  there  is  a  free  gospel,  so  far  at  least, 
as  the  opportunity  of  hearing  it  is  concerned.  Is 
it  a  wonder  that  the  people  choose  the  latter  ? 
Would  it  not  be  better  than  offering  such 
prayers  as  these,  if  the  wealthy  members  of  the 
churches,  instead  of  sweeping  contemptuously, 
clad  in  their  silks,  furs  and  satins,  past  the 
stranger  and  the  poor,  who  would  like  to  hear 
the  word  of  God,  would  kindly,  and  like  Chris- 
tians, give  tnese  visitors,  the  people,  a  chance 
to  sit  down  in  the  house  of  God  ? 

Another  prayed  as  follows  : 

"  O,  Lord,  send  confusion  and  distraction  into  his 
study  this  afternoon  and  prevent  his  finishing  his  pre- 
paration for  his  labors  to-morrow,  or  if  he  shall  at- 
tempt to  desecrate  thy  holy  day  by  attempting  to 
speak  to  the  people,  meet  him  there,  O  Lord,  and 
confound  him  so  that  he  shall  not  be  able  to 
speak  !  " 

Columns  might  be  written  upon  that  as  a 
text,  but  comment  on  such  rant  is  wholly  un- 
necessary. We  cannot  help,  however,  suggest- 
ing that  i;  confusion  and  distraction  "  are  very 
little  likely  to  aid  Mr.  Parker  in  reforming  his 
theology,  nor  do  we  think  that  the  praying 
brother  would  be  injured  if  he  had  a  little  less 
of  confusion  and  distraction  in  his  own  mind. 


Another  prayed  thus,  after  naming  Mr.  Par- 
ker: 

"  Lord,  we  know  that  we  cannot  argue  him 
down,  and  the  more  we  say  against  him,  the 
more  the  people  flock  after  him,  the  more  they 
love  and  revere  him.  OLord,  what  shall  be  done 
for  Boston,  if  thou  dost  not  take  some  of  these  mat- 
ters in  hand  ! " 

What  a  confession  have  we  here !  Is  it  true 
that  Mr.  Parker's  logic  and  eloquence  are  un- 
answerable ?  We  do  not  think  so,  and  lay- 
man as  we  are  we  would  sooner  undertake  to 
argue  him  down,  than  to  pray  him  out  of  his 
stronghold  with  such  petitions  as  those,  that 
were  offered  up  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
and  a  few  of  which  we  have  quoted.  One  of 
the  brethren  exhorted  his  brethren  to  pray  that 
"  God  would  put  a  hook  in  Theodore  Parker's 
jaws  so  that  he  may  not  be  able  to  speak ! w 
Is  that  a  way  of  making  him  less  revered  and 
loved  by  the  people  ? 

We  have  no  space  or  inclination  here,  to 
discuss  the  peculiar  views  of  Rev.  Theodore 
Parker,  nor  is  it  pertinent  to  our  purpose.  We 
may  remark,  however,  that  we  do  not  agree 
with  him  in  his  ideas  of  the  Bible  and  of  re- 
ligion— in  other  words,  we  are  not  one  of  his 
disciples,  and  never  heard  him  preach  but 
once,  though  we  have  read  with  much  inter- 
est many  of  his  lectures  and  sermons.  But 
we  would  remind  these  zealous  brethren  that 
if  his  [Parker's]  work  be  of  God,  they  cannot 
overthrow  it,  and  if  it  is  of  Satan,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  it  will  come  to  naught.  At  all 
events,  the  style  of  supplication  and  remarks 
indulged  in  at  these  meetings  in  relation  to 
Mr.  Parker,  is  very  far  from  being  either  wise, 
considerate,  or  calculated  to  do  any  good  to 
him  or  any  body  else  ;  it  partakes  not  of  the 
spirit  of  charity,  "  which  endureth  all  things," 
which  "  vaunteth  not  itself,"  and  "  thinketh 
no  evil." 

The  sooner  all  this  unseemly  demonstration 
ceases,  whether  it  proceeds  from  ignorance, 
zeal  without  knowledge,  Phariseeism  or  bigo- 
try, the  better  for  the  cause  of  religion,  the 
progress  of  the  revival,  and  the  conversion 
and  reformation  of  individual  souls. 
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This  document  was  handed  to  Mr.  Parker  in  his  pulpit  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  March 
7,  1858.    It  comes  from  a  responsible  man : — 


"  The  writer  attended  a  prayer-meeting,  yes- 
terday, P.  M.  [March  6,]  at  Park  street  Church. 
There  were  about  forty  men  present,  [being 
about  the  same  number  that  once  conspired 
to  destroy  Paul.]  The  sole  object  of  the  meet- 
ing, as  we  learned  after  going  in,  was  to  pray 
for  the  conversion  of  the  notorious  infidel, 
Theodore  Parker.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  forms  of  prayer  employed :  — ■ 

a  '  O  Lord,  if  this  man  (Parker)  is  a  subject  of 
grace,  convert  him  and  bring  him  into  the  king- 
dom of  thy  dear  Son;  but  if  he  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  saving  influence  of  the  gospel,  remove 
him  out  of  the  way,  and  let  his  influence  die  with 
him  !  ' 

"  '  O,  Lord,  send  confusion  and  distraction  into  his 
Study  this  afternoon  and  prevent  his  finishing  his  pre- 
paration for  his  labors  to-morrow,  or  if  he  shall  at- 
tempt to  desecrate  thy  holy  day  by  attempting  to 
speak  to  the  people,  meet  him  there,  Lord,  and 
confound  him  so  that  he  shall  not  be  able  to 
6peak  ! ' 

"One  prayed  thus : — 

a  '  Lord,  we  know  that  we  cannot  argue  him 
down,  and  the  more  we  say  against  him,  the 
more  will  the  people  flock  after  him,  and  the  more 
will  they  love  and  revere  him.    O  Lord,  what  shall 


be  done  for  Boston,,  if  thou  dost  not  take  this,  and 
some  other  matters  in  hand  ! » 

"  Another  prayed  thus  : — 

"  '  O,  Lord,  if  this  man  will  still  persist  in  speak- 
ing in  public,  induce  the  people  to  leave  him  and 
come  and  fill  this  house  instead  of  that !  » 

"  One  exhorted  his  brethren  to  pray  that 
'  God  will  put  a  hook  in  this  man's  jaws,  so 
that  he  may  not  be  able  to  speak.' 

"  One  prayed  thus  : — 

"  '  O  Lord,  meet  this  infidel  on  his  way,  who,  like 
another  Saul  of  Tarsus,  is  persecuting  the  Church  of 
God,  and  cause  a  light  to  shine  around  him,  which 
shall  bring  him  trembling  to  the  earth,  and  make 
him  an  able  defender  of  the  faith  which  he  has  so 
long  labored  to  destroy.' 

"One  requested  his  brethren,  whether  in 
their  places  of  business,  or  walking  in  the 
streets,  or  wherever  they  might  be,  to  pray  for 
Mr.  Parker  every  day  when  the  clock  should 
strike  one. 

"P.  S. — In  the  meeting  above  referred  to, 
prayers  were  offered  for  no  other  person  besides 
Theodore  Parker. 

"  Sunday,  March  7th." 
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The  following  document  in  the  form  of  a  certificate  of  stock,  was  issued  at  Philadelphia, 
and  thence  sent  to  Mr.  Parker  by  a  highly  excellent  gentleman  of  that  place.  It  is  a  remark- 
able specimen  of  a  Protestant  indulgence,  for  sins  past,  present,  or  to  come  :— 

"AMERICAN    SYSTEMATIC    BENEFICENCE    SOCIETY." 

AUXILIARY  TO  EVERY  BENEVOLENT  INSTITUTION  IN  THE  LAND. 

[Vignette,  angel  with  a  trumpet,  sounding :] 

"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  Peace  on  Earth,  Good  will  to  Men." 

[Figure  of  the  globe,  with  the  inscription :] 

"  The  field  is  the  world/' 

[And  below : 

Foreign  Mission,  Home  Mission,  Sabbath  School,  Seamen's  Friend,  Education,  Bible 

and  Tract  Societies. 

$ Shares. 

One  hundred  per  cent.  Stock. 

This  certifies  that is  the  holder  of shares  in  the  Sabbath  School 

Charity  Fund. 
Stockholders  are  guaranteed  to  receive  one  hundred  times  as  much  as  they  put  in  [Mat- 
thew xix.  29.]  Those  who  continue  to  pay  into  the  Fund  as  much  as  six  cents  a  week,  for 
three  years  in  succession,  to  be  life  members  of  the  American  Systematic  Beneficence  Society. 
Those  who  do  this  for  six  years  to  be  honorary  managers  for  life.  Those  who  do  this  for  ten 
years  to  be  honorary  vice-presidents  for  life.  Those  who  do  this  [from  love  to  Christ]  while 
they  live  will  have  a  free  admission  through  the  gates  into  the  heavenly  city,  a  snow-white  robe, 
a  heavenly  harp,  a  crown  of  gold,  and  a  seat  at  the  right  hand  of  the  final  Judge. 
W.  J.  K.  Taylor,  Rec.  Sec'y.  M.  W.  Baldwin,  Pres. 

John  Gulliver,  Cor.  Sec'y.  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Vice-Pres. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Treasurer." 
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